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THE CHARMING GARDEN, PLANTED WITH MULBERRY TREES, OF THE HALL OF THE COMPANY OF DRAPERS. 


The long history of the City Guilds or Companies is a remarkable example 
of the way in which corporate bodies in this country are able to adapt them- 
selves to changing times. They arose in the 12th and 13th centuries as 
associations of men engaged in the same trade, bound to help one another 
in times of distress and united by a single religious object. The Worshipful 
Company of Drapers was one of the first and most prominent of these 
associations and it is the third Guild in order of civic precedence. Its first 


Drawn by Our Special Artist, Dennis Flanders. 


charter was granted by Edward III in 1364, though the Charter under which 
it now acts was granted by James I in 1606. During part of the Middle Ages 
the Company exercised great powers of jurisdiction over the woollen cloth 
trade in the City, the most important industry in England at that time. At 
one period only a member of the Company could sell cloth. The Company 
controlled the sale of cloth at the famous fairs in the City and measured all 
cloth by the “ Draper’s ell.” 
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From the time that the Drapers built their first Hall in St. Swithun’s Lane, 
they have given dinners and entertainments and granted hospitality to guests. 
The Livery Hall, which is seen here in a drawing by Our Special Artist, is now 
the present scene of these feasts; it was built in the large-scale alterations 
which were carried out between 1866 and 1870 with Herbert Williams as the 
architect. The main reception rooms were also built at this time as was 
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SHIPFUL COMPANY OF DRAPERS: A SPLENDID SETT 


the grand staircase which is made of veined marble. The first Hall was built 
on the old site in St. Swithun’s Lane in about 1425. Then, when Thomas 
Cromwell, Henry VIII’s Vicar-General, fell from power and lost both his estates 
and his life, the site of the present Hall in Throgmorton Street and the 
buildings on it which had formerly belonged to Cromwell were bought from the 
King in 1543. The buildings were completely destroyed by the Great Fire 
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ID SETTING FOR THE HIGH OCCASIONS AND FEASTS OF THIS ANCIENT GUILD. 


Sovereigns of Great Britain, can be seen in this drawing on the walls of the 
Livery Hall. They include a portrait of George IV by Sir Thomas Lawrence. 
On great occasions the very valuable collection of plate belonging to the 


of London in 1666. It was rebuilt and then another serious fire in 1772 | 
destroyed it again. It suffered slight damage from enemy action during the 
last war, and this has now been made good. The Company, whose full title 


is ‘‘ The Master and Wardens and Brethren and Sisters of the Guild or Fraternity 
of the Blessed Mary the Virgin of the Mystery of Drapers of the City of 
London,” possesses some notable pictures; some of these, a gallery of the 
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Company is displayed in the Hall. The Company itself consists of Freemen and 
Freewomen; the Livery, who are entitled to wear the livery or clothing of 
the Company; and the Court of Assistants, or Governing Body. 
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A VIEW OF THE HIGHLY ORNATE DRAWING-ROOM OF 


= 


THE DRAPERS’ HALL. 








THE WALLS ARE INSET WITH GREAT LOOKING-GLASSES. 


SETTINGS FOR GREAT CIVIC OCCASIONS: THE RECEPTION ROOMS OF THE HALL OF THE DRAPERS’ COMPANY. 


Although the Drapers’ Company is no longer connected with the cloth 
trade, it still serves many purposes. One of the most important of its works 
is the administration of the considerable property in the City of London and 
elsewhere which was left to it by former members. The income from this 
property is largely spent on works of benevolence and education ; on hospitals, 
schools, colleges, almshouses and pensions. The Company worships annually 
at the church of St. Michael, Cornhill, and it has been patron of the living 


of the church since 1504. There have been many distinguished past and 
present members of the Company; the late King George VI was a Freeman 
of the Company and the present Queen, when Princess Elizabeth, became 
free of the Company by patrimony in May 1947. There is a young 
mulberry tree planted by her flourishing in the garden; this was a slip 
from a tree in the same garden which was said to have been planted in the 
reign of her ancestor, James I. 
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